black-list 


ance; darkly; E y. 
black magic, magic used for evil purposes. 
black-maii (blik/mal/), n. 1. Law. a. any Roamans 
extorted by intimidation, as by threats of injurious 


payment 2. 2 tribute formerly exacted in the north of 

ngland and in Scotland by freebooti chiefs for pro- 
tection from piilage. —v.t, 3. to extort blackmail from. 
[f BLACK mail coin, rent (ME, mailles t. OF)] 
—biack/mail/er, n. f 

Black Ma-ri-a (mari/a), Colioq. a closed vehicle used 
for conveying prisoners to and from jail. 

biack mark, a mark of failure or censure. 

Black market, anillegal market violating price con- 
trois, rationing, etc. 

black measies, Pathol. a malignant form of measles. 

Black-more (blik/mor), n. Richard Doddridge (aid/- 
TYj), 1825-1900, British novelist. 

Black Mountains, a mountain range In W North 
Carolina: a part of the Appalachian system. Highest 

k, Mt. Mitchell, 6711 ft. 

black nightshade, a common weed, Solanum nig- 
rum, with white flowers and black edible berries. 

black-out pakou, n. 1. Mil, the extinguishing of 

as a war protection. 


all visible lights in a city, 
2. Theat. the extinguishing of al! stage lights,” 3. uncon- 
ee esp. in aviation. at loss of memory. 
ack pepper, a hot, sha condiment prepared 
from the dried berries of a tropical vine, Piper nigrum. 
black-poll Co pee) n. a North American warbler, 
Dendroica striata, the adult male of which has the top of 
the head black, 

Black-pool (blik/pooi4), n. a seaport in NW Eng- 
Jand, in Lancashire: resort. 150,840 (est. 1946). 

Black Prince, 1330-76. Edward, Prince of Wales 

‘the son of Edward IIt of England). 

Biack Rod, 1. (in England) an usher (gentleman 
usher of the black rod) of the King's chamber, the 
Order of the Garter, and the House of Lords (so called 
from the rod he carries). 2. a similar official in Brit- 
ish colonial legislatures. 

Black Sea, asea 8 of E 
Europe, bounded ‘by the 
Soviet Union, Turkey, 
Rumania, and Bulgaria. 
ab, 164,000 sq. mi.; groat- 
est depth ab. 7200 ft. 
Also, Euxine Sen. An- 
cient, Pontus Euxinus. 

black sheep, aporson 
worthless despite good 
background, 

Black Shirt, Europ. 
Hist. a member of a fascist organization in Europe, such 
as the Italian fascist militia, or Hitler's Schutzstaffel. 

black-smith (bltik/smYth/), n. 1. a person who makes 
horseshoes and shoes horses, 2, an artisan who works 
in iron. [f. nuack (in ref. to fron or black metal) + 
smitut. Cf. WHITESMITH] 

black-snake (bläk/snīk/), n, 
snake, Coluber constrictor, of the U. S., attaining a length 
of 5 to 6 ft., and notably agile and strong. 2. any of var- 
ious other snakes of a black or very dark color. 3. U.S. 
a heavy, tapering, flexible whip of braided cowhide or 
the like. Also, black snake. 

black spruce, 1. a conifer of North America, Picea 
mariana, noted for its extremely dark green needies. 
2. an easily worked light wood from this tree, 

Black-stone (bitik/stdn, -ston), n. Sir William, 
1723-80, British judge and writer on law. 

black-tail (blik/tal/), n. the mule deer. 

black tea, a tea which has been allowed to wither 
and ferment in the air for some time, before being sub- 
jected to a heating process. 

black-thorn (blik/th6rn/), n. 1. a much-branched, 
thorny shrub of the Old World Pruuus spinosa, bearing 
white flowers and small plumlike fruits; sloe. 2. & spe- 
clos of the genus Crataegus, as C. tomentosa. 

Black Volta. Seo Voita (def. 2). 

black vomit, Pathol. 1. a dark-colored substance, 
consisting chiefiy of altered blood, vomited in some cases 
of yellow fever, usually presaging a fatal issue of the 
disease. 2. act of throwing up this matter. 3. the 
disease itself. 

Biack-wall hitch (blik/wdl/), a hitch made with a 
rope over a hook so that it holds fast when pulled but is 
loose otherwise. See illus. under knot. 

black walnut, 1. a tree, Juglans nigra, of North 
America, which yields a valuabie timber. 2. the nut 
thereof. 3. the wood of this tree. 

black-wa-ter fever (bläk/wô/tər, -wit/ar), Pathol. 
a sovere form of malaria found chiefly in the tropics but 
occasionally in the southern U. S. 

black-weed (blik/wéd/), n: the common ragweed. 

Black-wells Island (bliik/wtlz, -walz), former name 
of Welfare Island. 

black whale, a doinhintike cetacean of the genus 
Globicephalus; a blackfish. 

black widow, a poisonous female spider, Latro- 
dectus mactans, common in the U. S., that eats ita mate. 


1. a nonyenomous 
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bland 


blad-der (blid/or), n. 1. Anat., Zool. a. a distensibl 
pelvic sac with membranous and muscular walls, fo! 
storage and expulsion of urine secreted by the kidneys 
b. any similar sac or receptacle. 2. Pathol. a vesicle, bils 
ter, cyst, etc., illed with fluid or air. 3. Bot. a sac or thi 
like containing air, as in certain seaweeds. 4. anythin! 
inflated, empty, or unsound. [ME; OF blëdre bladder 
blister, akin to sLow?, V., BLAST] —blad/der-less, adj 
—bliad/der-like’, adj. —blad/der-y, adj. 

bladder campion, a plant, Silene latifolia (Silen 
inflata), so called from its inflated calyx. 

bladder Ket-mi-a (ktt/mYa), a cultivated annua 
plant, Hibiscus Trionum, with a bladdery calyx. 
blad-der-nose (bliid/erndz/), n, a large seal, Cys 
tonnog cristata, of the northern Atlantic, the male ol 
which has a large, distensible, hoodlike sac upon thi 
head; the hooded seal. 

blad-der-nut (blid/ar niit/), 
capsule of any shrub or small tree of the genus aphyled 
as S. trifolia of the eastern U. S. 2. the shrub itself. 

bladder worm, Zool. the bladderlike encysted larvā 
of a tapeworm; a cysticercus, coenurus, or hydatid 
blad-der-wort (bliid/or wOrt/), n. any of va 
herbs of the large genus Utricularia, including aqui 
terrestrial, and epiph. forms throughout the world. 

blade (blid),n. 1. the flat cutting part of sword, knife, 
etc. 2.asword. 3. the leaf of a plant, esp. of a grass 
or cereal. 4. Bot. the broad part of a leaf, as distin- 
guished from the stalk or petiole. See illus. under leaf. 
6. 


1. the bladderlike fruit 


a thin, flat part of something, as of an oar or a bone 
- & dashing, swaggering, or rakish young fellow. 
7. Anat. the scapula or shoulder biade. 8. Phonet, tho 
upper surfaco and edges of the tongue for a short dis 
tance back from the tip. [ME; OF bled, c. G blatt) 
—blad/ed, adj. —blade/less, adj. —blade/like/, ad). 
Bla-go-vesh-chensk (blä/gő vésh/chitnsk), n. a city 
in the SE Soviet Union in Asia. on the Amur river. 
53,761 (1939). 
blah (blä), n, U.S. Slang. nonsense; rubbish. 
blain (blin), n. Pathol. an inflammatory swelling of 
sore. [ME bleine, OF blegen)} 
Blaine (blin), n. James Gillespie (gf li's’pY), 18330- 
1893, U. S. statesman. 
» n. 1. Robert, 1599-1657, British ad- 
illiam, 1757-1827, British poet and artist. 
@/mobol), adj. deserving blame; € 
—blam/a-ble-ness, n. —blam/a-bly, ad 
blame (biām), v., blamed, blaming, n. —v.t, 1. to la: 
the responsibility of (a fault, error, etc.) on a person: 
blame the accident on him. 2. to find fauit with; censure 
I don't blame you for doing that. 3. U.S. Slang and Dial. 
to blast (as a humorous imperative or optative): Blame 
my hide tf I go. —n. 4, imputation of fauli 
i for censure. [ME blamen, 
L blasphémG@re rasruemer} 
. reproach, reprove, reprehend. Biase 
mply finding fault with omeon 
to hold accountable for, and disap} 
of, some error, mistake, omission, neglect, or the like 
to ‘blame for the disaster? The verb cENaU RH differs from the 
noun in connoting scolding or rebuking even more than 
adverse criticism: to censure one for extravagance. To cON* 
DEMN is to express an adv. esp. legal) judgment, without 
recourse: to condemn condu a building, @ man to deat 
ension, condemnation, stricture. 5. guilt, culpabi- 


. Slang and Dial. —adj. 1. con- 

onfoundedly; excessively. 

blame-ful (1 rol). adj. deserving blame, —blame/- 
ful-ly, adv. lame’ ful-nesa, n. 

blame-less (blim/iYs), adj. free from blamo; gull 
less. —blame/Iess-ly, adv. —blame/less-ness, "h 
= cave. irreproachable, incuipable. See innocent, —Ant 
guilty. 

blame-wor-thy (blim/whr/tny), adj. 
blame. —-blame/wor/thi-ness, n. p 

Blane (olin), n. 1, Jean Joseph Charles Louis (zhiiN 
zhôzčf/ sharl iwē), 1811-52, French socialist and histo- 
rian, 2. Mont (môx), a mountain on the French-Italiat 
border: the highest peak of the Alps. 15,781 ft. 

Blan-cea Peak (bläng/kə), a mountain in S Colorado; 
the highest peak in the Sangre do Cristo range. 14,390 ft. 

blanch (blinch, bkinch), v.t. 1. to whiten by removing 
color. 2. Hort. to whiten or prevent from becoming 
green by excluding the light (a process applied to the 
stems or leaves of plants, such as celery, lettuce, etc.) 
3. to remove the skin from (nuts, fruits, etc.) by immer 
sion in boiling water, then in cold, 4. to separate (the 
rains or strands of rice, macaroni, etc.) by immersing 
n boiling water, then in d. 5. to scald (meat, etc). 
6. Metall. to give a white luster to (metals), as by meaus 
of acids. 7. to make pale, as with sickness or fear. ==t.t. 
8. to become white; turn pale. [ME blaunche(n), t. OF: 
m. blanchir, der. blanc white. See BLANK] —-blanch/er, 
fti. —Syn. 1. Seo whiten. 

blanc-mange (bləmänzh/, -minzh/), n. a den 
preparation of milk thickened with cornstarch, gelatin, oF 
the like, and flavored. [ME blanmanger, t. OF: m 
blanc-manger, lit., white food) 

bland (blind), adj. 1. gentle or agreeable, as of per- 


deserving 


sons. 2, soot! or balmy, as air. 3. nonirritating, 29 
food or medicines. 4. nonstimulating, as medicines. [t. 
L: s. blandus) —bland/iy, adv. | —bland/ness, 1h 


—Syn. 1. suavo, urbane. 3. soft, mild. 


b., blend of, blended; c., cognate with; d., dialect, dialecta!; de 
m., modification of; r., replacing: s., stem of; t., taken from; ?, perhaps. 


.. formed from; g., going back to; 


derived from; 
See the full key on inside cover 


black-list 


black-Het blik/Yst/), v.t. to put on a black list. 

black-ly (biik/ii), ade, with a black or dark appear- 
ance; darkly; gloomily; wickedly. 

black magic, magic used for evil purposes. 

black-mail (blik/mal4}, n. 1. Law. a. any payment 
extorted by intimidation, es by threats’ of: injurious 
revelations or accusations. b, the extortion of such 

ayment. 2.2 tribute formerly exacted in the north of 

gland and in Scotland by freebooting chiefs for pro- 
tection from pillage. —».t, 3. to extort bi: from. 
if. BLACK mail coin, rent (ME mailles t. OF) 
—biack/mail/er, n. 

Black Ma-ri-a (moari/a), Colloq. a closed vehicle used 
for conveying prisoners to and from jail. 

black mark, a mark of failure or censure. 

black market, an illegal market violating price con- 
trols, rationing, etc. 

black measles, Pathol. a malignant form of measles. 

Black-more (bliik/mir), n. Richard Doddridge (déa/- 
rij), 1825-1900, British novelist. 

Black Mountains, a mountain range in W North 
Carolina: a part of the Appalachian system, Highest 

piak Mt. Mitchell, 6714 ft. 

black nightshade, a common weed, Solanum nig- 
rum, with white flowers and black edible berries. 

black-out foisixfout’)s n. 1. Mil. the extinguishing of 
all visible lights in a ci etc., aS a war protection. 
2. Theat. the extinguishing of all stage lights.” 3. uncon- 
sciousness, esp. in aviation. 4, loss of memory. 

black pepper, a hot, sharp condiment’ prepared 
from the dried berries of a tropical vine, Piper nigrum. 

black-poll AU paN) t. a North American-warbler, 
Dendroica striata, the adult male of which has the top of 
the head black, 

Black-pool (blik/pool4), n. a reaport in NW Eng- 
land, in Lancashire: resort. 150,34\) (est. 1946). 

Black Prince, 1330-76, Edward, Prince of Wales 
(the son of Edward IL of England). 

Black Rod, 1. (in England) an usher (gentleman 
usher of the black rod) of tha King's chamber, the 
Order of the Garter, and the House of Lords (so called 
from the rod he carries), 2. a similar official in Brit- 
ish colonial legislatures, 

Black Sea, aseaS of E 
Europe, bounded by the 
Soviet Union, Turkey, 
Rumania, and Bulgaria, 
ab, 164,000 sq. mi.; great- 
est depth, ab. 7200 ft. 
Also, Euxine Sea, An- 
cient, Pontus Kuxinus, 

black sheep, a person 
worthless despite good 
background, — 

Black Shirt, Europ. 
Hist. a member of a fascist organization in Europe, such 
as the Italian fascist militia, or Hitler's Schutzstaffel. 
lack-smith (blik/smyth/),n. 1. a person who makes 
horseshoes and shoes horses, 2. an, artisan who works 
in iron. [f. Brack (in ref. to fron or black metal) -+ 
BMITH!. Of. WHITESMITH] $ 

black-snake (bläk/snūk 
snake, Coluber constrictor, o 


1 72.) I. a nonvencmous 
the U. S., attaining a length 
of 5 to 6 ft., and notabl ila and strong. 2.any of var- 
fous other snakes of a black or very dark color.. 3. U.S. 
a heavy, tapering, flexible whip of braided cowbide or 
the like. Also, black snake- erin gt 
black spruce, |1. conifer of North America, Picea 
mariana, noted for its extremely dark green needles. 
2. an oasily worked light, wood from this trea! 4) 
Black-stone (bliik/stin, stan); n. Sir William, 
1728-80, British judge and writer on law, sani je: 
Dlack-tall (bitik/til’), n. the mule deer. -ug 
black tea, a tea which has been allowed to wither 
and ferment in the air for some time, before being sub- 
jected to a heating: process. st 
black-thorn (blik/th6rn/), n.. 1. a much-branched, 
thorny shrub of the Old World Prunus spinosa, bearing 
white flowers and small plumlike fruits; sloc. 12, 2 spo- 
cles of the genus Crataegus, as C. tomentosa. y 
Black Voita. See Volta (def. 2). 4 
black vomit,“ Pathol, 1. a dark-colored substanco, 
consisting chiefly of altered blood, vomited in some cases 
of yellow fever, usually présaging a fatal issue of the 
2. act of throwing up this matter. “3. the 
disease itself. frat 
Black-wall hitch (blik/w6l/), a hitch made with a 
rope over a hook so that it holds fast when pulled but is 
loose otherwise. See illus. under knot. in J is 
1. a tree, Juglans nigra, of North 
able, mie 2, the nut 
3. the wood. of this treo. i) 
black-wa-ter fever (bikk/wO/tor, -wit/sr),, Pathol. 
a severe form of máålaria found chietiy in the tropics but 
occasionally in the southern Us 3. 7 
black-weed (blik/wid/), n: ntho common ragweed. 
Black-wells Island (bläk/wëlz,-wəlz), former name 
iS Welfare Islandi = = Ha a 
lack whale, a dolphinlike cetacean of the genus 
Giabicerhatus: ¥ blackfiat : ans 
lack widow, -a poisonous femala: spider, Lairo- 
dectus macians, commen in the U. S., that cate tia mate. 
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| 


bland 


1. Anat., Zool. a. a distenstijle 


blad-der (bläd/ər), n. $ 


pelvic sac with membranous and muscular walls, 
storage and expulsion of urine secreted by the kidneë; 
b. any similar sac or receptacle. 2. Pathol. a vesicle, biis- 
ter, cyst, etc., filled with fluid or air, 3. Bot. asac or the 
like containing air, as in certain seaweeds. 4. anything 
inflated, empty, or unsound, [ME; OE blédre bladder, 
blister, akin to BLOW?, V., BLAST) -—blad/der-less, adj. 
—blad/der-like/, adj. “—blad/der-y, adj. 
bladder campion, a plant, Silene latifolia (Silent 
inflata), so called from its inflated calyx. 
bladder ket-mi-a (ktt/mYe). a cultivated annual 
plant, Hibiscus Trionum, with a bladdery calyx. 
blad-der-nose (bltid/arndz/), n, a large seal. C; 
tophora cristata, of the northern Atlantic, the male’ of 
which has a large, distensible, hoodlike sac upen 
head; the hooded seal. . 
blad-der-nut (biid/or niit’), 1. the bladderlike fruit 
capsule of any shrit! or small tree of the genus Staphylea, 
as S. trifolia of the eastern U. S. 2, the shrub itself. 
bladder worm, Zool. the bladderlike encysted larva 
of @ tapeworm; a cus, coenurus, or hydatid. 
blad-der-wort (bläd/ər wûrt/), n. any of vari 
herbs of the large genus Utricularia, including aquatic 
terrestrial, and epiphytic forms throughout the world. 
blade (blid),n, 1. the flat cutting pee of sword, knife, 
etc. 2.asword. 3. the leaf of a plant, esp. of a gri 
or cereal. 4. Bot. the broad part of a leaf, as distin: 
wished from the stalk or petiole. See illus. under leaf 
. & thin, flat part of something, as of an oar or a bone. 
6. a dashing, swaggering, or rakish young follow. 
7. Anat. the scapula or shoulder blade. 8. Phonet. the 
upper surface and edges of the tongue for a short dis- 
tance back from the tip. [ME; OF bled, c G blatt) 
—blad7ed, adj. —blade/less, adj. —blade/like/’, ad). 
Bla-go-vesh-chensk (bhti7gb vish/chtinsk) n. acity 
in the SE Soviet Union in Asia, on the Amur river 
58,761 (1939). 
blah (bli), n. 


U.S. Slang. nonsense; rubbish. 

blain (bliin), n. Pathol. an inflammatory swelling of 
sore. [ME bleine, OF blegen) 

Blaine (bliin), n. James Gillespie (gi li's/pY), 1830- 
1893, U. S. statesman. 

Blake (blak), n. 1. Robert, 
miral. 2. William, 1757-1827, 

blam:a-ble (blā/məbəi), adj. di 
surable. —blam/a-ble-ness, n. 

blame (blim), v., blamed, blaming, n. -—v.t. 1. to lay 
the reponipiiey of (a fault, error, etc.) on a person 
blame the accident on him, 2. to find fault with; censur 
I don't blame you for doing that. 3. U.S. Slang and Dial, 
to biast (es @ humorous imperative or ORPO Blame 
my hide if I go. —n. 4. imputation of fault; censure. 
5. responsibility for censure. [ME blamen, t. OF: m. 
blasmer, g. LL blasphémdre BLASPHEME] 


—Syn. 1,2. reproach, reprove, mepreuand: BLAME, CE sonu 
iing). 


1599-1657, British ad- 
ish poet and artist 
erving blame; cen- 
blam/asbly, ado. 


conprun imply finding fault with someone (or som: 
To stamp is to hold accountable for, and aisa pirova because 
of, some error, mistake. omission, neglect, or the like: who is 


to blame for the disaster? ‘The verb cunsuxn differs from the 
noun in connoting scolding or rebuking even more than 
adverse criticism: fo censure one for extravagance. To CON: 
DEMN Ís to express an adverse (esp, legal) judgment, without 
recourse: to condemn conduct, a building, a man to death 
4. reprehcnsion, condemnation, stricture. 6, guilt, culpabl+ 
ity, fault. _—Ant, 2. praise. 
blamed (blimd), U.S. Slang and Dial. —adj, 1, con- 
founded. —adv. 2. confoundedly; excessive! 
blame-ful (blim/fol), adj. deserving blame, 
ful-ly, adv. —blamoe/ful-ness, n. 
blameless (blim/Ifs), adj. ‘free from blame; guilt 
less. —blame/less-ly, adv, —blame/lese-neaa, 1 
~~Syn. irreproachahle, inculpable. See innocent, 


guilty. 
adj. 


blame-wor-thy (blīm/wûr/mY), 

blame. —blame/wor/thi-ness, 7. w 

Blane (bliin), n. 1. Jean Joseph Charlos Louis (zhi 
zhoztf” sharl Iw6), 1811-82, French socialist and histó- 

Mont (môx), a mountain on the French-Itallau 
border: the highest peak of the Alps. 15,781 ft. 

Blan-ca Peak (bläng/kə), a mountain in S Colorado; 
the highest peak in the Sangre do Cristo range. 14,300 ft 

blanch (blinch, bliinch), v.t. 1. to whiten by removing 
color. 2, Hort. to whiten or prevent from becoming 
green by excluding the light (a process applied to tho 
stems or leaves of plants, such as celery, lettuce, etc. 
8. to remove the skin from (nuts, fruits, etc.) by immer- 
sion in boiling water, then in cold. 4. to separate (the 

ains or strands of rice, macaroni, etc.) by immersing 

n Bolas water, then in cold. 5. to scald (meat, etc.) 
6. Metail. to give a white luster to (metals), as by means 
of acids. 7. to make pale, as with sickness or fear. =—n t 
8. to become white; turn pale. [ME blaunche(n), t. OF: 
m, dlanchir, der. blanc white, Seo BLANK] —-blanch/er, 
n. —Syn. 1. See whiten. 

blanc-mange (bla miinzh’, -miinzh/), n. a jelly 
‘preparation of milk thickenod with cornstarch, gelatin, 0f 
the like, and flavored. [ME bdlanmanger, t. OF: m. 
blanc-manger, lit., white food] 

bland (blind), adj. 1. gentle or agreeable, as of per. 
sons. 2, soot! or balmy, as air. 3. nonirritating, 25 
food or medicines. 4, nonstimulating, as medicines. 

L: s: blandus} “ly, ado, _—biand/ness, 

yn. 1. suave, urbane. 3. soft, mild. 


lame/* 


deserving 


rian. 2. 


b. blend of, blended; c., cognate with; d., dialect, dialectal; der., derived from; f., formed from; g., going back toi 


DL, modification of; r., replacing: s., stem of; 6, taken from; ?, perhaps. 
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